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seize them. If you think proper to authorize the Secretary or myself to correct those passages, it will be done with care, though, should you have copies, as I presume you have, you had better do it yourself.
"The policy of Europe respecting South America is not yet settled. A congress of the allied powers is to be held this year (November is spoken of) to decide that question. England proposes to restore the colonies to Spain, with free trade and colonial governments. Russia is less favorable, as are all the others. We have a Russian document, written by the order of the Emperor, as the basis of instructions to his ministers at the several courts, speaking of the British proposition favorably, but_stating that it must be considered and decided on by the allies, and the result published, to produce a moral effect on the colonies, on the failure of which force is spoken of. The settlement of the dispute between Spain and Portugal is made a preliminary. We partake in no councils whose object is not their complete independence. Intimations have been given us that Spain is not willing, and is even preparing for war with the United States, in the hope of making it general, and uniting Europe against us and her colonies, on the principle that she has no hope of saving them. Her pertinaceous refusal to cede the Floridas to us heretofore, though evidently her interest to do it, gives some coloring to the suggestions. If we engage in a war, it is of the greatest importance that our people be united, and, with the view that Spain commence it; and, above all, that the Government be free from the charge of committing a breach of the Constitution.
"I hope that you have recovered your health. You see that the state of the world is unsettled, and that any future movement is likely to be directed against us. There may be very important occasions for your services, which will be relied on. You must have the object in view, and be prepared to render them. I am, etc.
"JAMES MONROE."
"NASHVILLE, August 9, 1818.
"Sir: Your letter of the igth of July, apprizing me of the course to be pursued in relation to the Floridas, has been received. In a future communication it is my intention to,' when I would retire from public life and endeavor to regain a much enfeebledname in opposition to Mr. iVI., I was one of those, who gave you the. preference,ly impressed with the propriety as well as with the policy you have pointed out, of taking the heads of the departments from the four grand sections of the United States, where each section can afford a character of equal fitness; where that cannot be done, fitness and not locality ought to govern; the Executive being entitled to the best talents, when combined with other necessary qualifications, that the Union can afford.
